
service for the sake of making it a good service, and would
feel that it was no longer worth while for them to remain,
and their absence would lower the service. Then another
layer of men would leave, and stability would be arrived at
only when men by sheer economic pressure were compelled
to cling to the service. Honestly they felt that the fee of
$2.75 was on the verge of that situation.
Replying to Dr. Bracken'bury, the minister said that as to

a certain top layer in the service coming to the conclusion
that the sum named was not satisfactory, and therefore leav¬
ing the panel system, it was obvious that the process must
and could take place at all times regarding any figure except
one which was impossible. Just as there were now a certain
number of physicians who were not in the panel service, so
there would always be a certain number coming out and a

certain number going in—good young men, he imagined. He
could not imagine this question being so greatly affected by
a little more or a little less. He was not going to haggle
over his offer, which he regarded as reasonable, and under
the circumstances as generous. If the figure was not accepted,
the ministry would reserve full liberty to consider any other
proposal that might be made, but he wanted to avoid that.
If the whole thing was thrown back into the melting pot,
the final result might be not better than the first, but worse.

PARIS
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Oct. 7, 1921.
The Four Medical Congresses Held in Strasbourg

Bordeaux was to have been the meeting place this year
for the Congress of Medicine, but Bordeaux took on itself
to suggest Strasbourg as the place of the first gathering on
French soil since the liberation of Alsace-Lorraine. The
Congress of Surgery had already chosen the famous Alsatian
city for its 1921 session. The associations of urology and
orthopedia also decided to follow this example, and thus
Strasbourg, this year, became the place of meeting of four
medical congresses, besides a reunion of the physicians and
surgeons of the hospitals of France. The opening session
common to the four congresses took place, October 3, in the
auditorium of the University of Strasbourg. Monsieur Ala-
petite, general commissioner of the French Republic, deliv-
ered the opening address, in which he recalled that Alsace
constitutes a center of intellectual activity of the highest
order, where science, associated with such names as Wurtz
and Pasteur, still retains its honorable r\l=o^\le.Professor
Boeckel, president of the Congress of Surgery, outlined the
history of surgery in Alsace, emphasizing the rôle played by
the medical profession of that province in the advancement
of science during the last four or five centuries. Dr. Bard,
professor of clinical medicine in the medical department of
the University of Strasbourg and president of the Congress
of Medicine, observed in his presidential address that the
University of Strasbourg must be not only the outpost of
French thought, but also the "listening post," with the duty
of closely observing the affairs and the people of central
Europe. He remarked further that for a few obdurate ideal¬
ists the University of Strasbourg is called on to serve as a

connecting link between German and Latin culture. Imme¬
diately after the opening session of the four congresses, the
exposition organized by the army medical corps threw open
its doors. It comprised a historical section, which called up
memories of the old military medical school of Strasbourg,
and a contemporaneous section, which illustrated in a graphic
manner all the present organizations pertaining -to the army
medical service. To signalize the event of the holding of
these four congresses, the Presse médicale dedicated a num¬

ber published two days before the opening to "the medical

week in Strasbourg." This number, in which is found, among
other subjects, an interesting historical sketch of the school
of medicine of Strasbourg, from its origin until 1870, is
embellished with illustrations showing several views of
Strasbourg hospitals. In the United States, The Journal
publishes every year an illustrated number dedicated to the
city in which is held the annual convention of the American
Medical Association, but in France this was an innovation,
and the initiative taken by the Presse médicale deserves spe¬
cial mention.

Medical Lectures in French to Be Given in Holland

Acting on the suggestion of Dr. Scheltema, professor of
clinical pediatrics in the University of Groningen, the Hol¬
land association for child welfare has organized a series of
lectures to be delivered by Dr. Nobécourt, professor of
pediatrics in the medical department of the University of
Paris, at Groningen, Utrecht, Amsterdam, Leyden, Rotterdam
and The Hague, from October 23 to 30. They are intended,
on the one hand, for members of the association and its
invited guests, and, on the other hand, for university author¬
ities and for the medical students of the four universities of
Holland. The aim of the association is to direct the atten¬
tion of students and physicians to the importance of social
hygiene as applied to children and to promote, among the
general public, a sentiment in its favor.

Courses for Foreign Students
It is interesting to note, at the opening of the academic

year, the various bureaus that have been organized to aid
foreign students in selecting courses of study. There is in
Paris: (1) a Bureau de renseignements (bureau of informa¬
tion) at the Sorbonne, which answers either verbally or in
writing all questions asked by students concerning studies
and living quarters in Paris ; (2) the Office national des
universités et écoles françaises, 96 boulevard Raspail, founded
for the purpose of aiding in the development of university
and intellectual relations between France and other coun¬

tries, and which is at the disposal of all professors and stu¬
dents whose special studies or the desire of being in direct
contact with French teachers have brought them to France;
(3) the Comité de patronage des étudiants étrangers, at the
Sorbonne, having for its purpose the rendering to foreign
students the material and moral assistance that they may.
need. Comités de patronage des étudiants étrangers exist
also in Bordeaux, Lille, Lyons, Montpellier, Nancy and
Toulouse.

BELGIUM
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Liege, Oct. 4, 1921.
Meeting of Brussels Physicians

The editorial department of the Bruxelles m\l=e'\dicalhas
organized a meeting of Brussels physicians, to be held from
November 13-15 and presided over by the most competent
medical authorities in the city. Nine essayists who are par-
ticularly well qualified to expound the principal innovations
within the domain of their respective specialties have been
chosen: Professors J. L. Faure (Paris), Henrijean (Li\l=e'\ge)
and Bordet, Broden, J. Demoor, Philippson, Sand and L.
Sti\l=e'\non(Brussels). Independent of these addresses, visits
will be organized to the Institut Vaccinog\l=e`\nede l'\l=e'\tat,the
Laboratoire central des denr\l=e'\esalimentaires, the Ecole de
m\l=e'\decinetropicale, to the Instituts universitares, etc. Aside
from this, scientific and clinical demonstrations, operative
s\l=e'\ancesand exhibitions of cinematographic films will be
given in the principal services of the H\l=o^\pitalSt. Pierre, the
H\l=o^\pitalSt. Jean, the H\l=o^\pitalIxelles, the Polyclinique uni-
versitaire, and the Polyclinique de Bruxelles; also in the
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